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the body, the aperture of exit is precisely similar;" but,
adds this cautious author, " just because of these appear-
ances, I would recommend the greatest caution in regard
to the answers to any queries respecting the apertures of
entrance and exit in the case of wounds with conical bullets."
When the gun has been charged with shot, the nature of the
injury depends very much upon the distance the gun was
from the body when fired off. If from a short distance, the
wound often resembles that of a bullet; but in that case the
body is certain to show a considerable amount of scorching
from the gunpowder. If there is a complete absence of
scorching or of powder-branding from the edges of the wound,
"we can assume, with some degree of certainty, that the shot
came from a considerable distance (more than four feet) and
has therefore probably, or, according to circumstances, with
great probability, been fired by another." But, Casper adds,
even in cases of indubitable suicide, he has missed " both of
these criteria from the edges of the wounds," so that it is
not absolutely certain, that, when a person shoots himself,
and the weapon is therefore necessarily within four feet of
the body, there should be always traces of burn on the
edges of the wound. As regards a body already dead, the
same thing has been remarked in the case of gunshot
wounds, as lias been noticed in the case of blows and
fractures. "Bullets, half an inch in diameter," says Casper,
"fired from a common pistol against any bone, but particular-
ly against the cheek bone, from a distance of only four or
five feet, did nob penetrate, but rebounded after contusing
the soft parts." A bullet fired against the skull of a corpse
remained sticking in the aperture, and caused no fissure in
the bone, which was of the usual thickness. This is due to
the great power of resistance of dead corporeal tissues,
" and for this reason, gunshot wounds, even when purposely
produced on dead bodies, can never for one instant be
confounded with wounds similarly produced during life."
Cases of gunshot wounds are rare in Indian medical juris-
prudence, but when they do occur, the question of premedi-
tation may be settled by the distance from which the shot